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The econony may be on its way to recovery.

The "Cash for O unkers"™ program drove consuner
spendi ng up nore than 22% but the nation's
unenpl oynent rate is at its highest |level in
26 years.

There was a debate | ast week over the true
nunmber of jobs created or saved by the Federal
Stimul us Program

No matter what the final nunber turns out to
be, TV 20's Robert Bradfield reports on one
Gai nesvill e worker whose career was stinul ated by
the federal program

>> For 28-year-old Lee Lefkowtz, life has
certainly been an uphill battle.

He was born deaf and couldn't find work for
nmore than a year after graduating fromthe
Uni versity of Mam in 2008 with a business
degr ee.

But in July, things started | ooking up.

LEE LEFKOW TZ: | have al ways wanted to work for
a federal agency, so this gave ne the greatest
opportunity that I could ask for.

>> Four nonths ago, Lefkowitz was able to find
a job, thanks to Florida's Vocationa
Rehabi litati on program
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They partnered with the Social Security
Adm ni stration, and with the stinmlus noney passed
earlier this year, jobs were created to hel p those
wth disabilities.

Lef kowi t z' was one of the thousands of jobs
that the White House says have been saved or
created since the stinulus was passed.

But the programdidn't just |and Lefkowtz a
job; they helped with his schooling.

LEE LEFKOW TZ: They al so assisted ne with ny
hearing ai ds, eyeglasses, things |like that; things
that would allow ne to go to coll ege and things
li ke that. They also paid for ny books. They
were very hel pful in what they did.

>> Lefkowitz is a clains representative for
this Gainesville office. He works with the public
and takes clains for retirenent, survivors and
disability insurance.

H s boss says he was a perfect fit.

DONNA MAI TLAND:  Hi s resune', his charisma, his
initiative, his enthusiasm about the job, just his
overal | personality.

>> Lefkowitz says it's his turn now to help
t hose who need it.

In a way, he said he's paying it forward.
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LEE LEFKOW TZ: Returning the favor to those

peopl e and providing that public service.

>> Lefkowitz plans on getting his MBA and now

joins the nore than 8,000 Fl oridi ans who have

found j obs through Vocational Rehabilitation.

Rober t

Bradfield, TV20 News.
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